
How Does Wisconsin’s 
Juvenile Justice System 
Support Youth Moving into 
Adulthood?



Type 1 Facilities

• Lincoln Hills School
• Average population: 60

• Copper Lake School
• Average population: 6-8



Educational Programming Provided

• Academic assessments
• Child Find for special education needs
• Offer high school credits in all subject areas
• Employability/Career exploration
• Welding/Woodshop
• GED/HSED testing
• Special education programming



System of Care

Youth received treatment based on need using a risk and 
needs assessment



Counties SPED Students Returning To

22-23 4 5 1 8 2 0 0 1 6



Transforming to Thrive Grant
Overview

• T3 offers a multilevel system of innovative, 
evidence-based supports aimed at increasing 
competitive integrated employment (CIE) for 
Wisconsin justice-involved youth with disabilities.

• $10M, Oct 2024-Sep 2029
• Cooperative Agreement with current 

administration



Partners



Project Goals

1. Comprehensive Case Management and 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Supports (DVR) in Department of 
Corrections (DOC) facilities

2. Dyslexia Screening in Correctional Facilities

3. Digital Media Supports
a) Youth-led Digital Storytelling Campaign
b) Mobile Phone App



Goal #1

Intensive Supports to youth in 
Wisconsin's Type 1 Secure Facilities

• 1A: Trauma-informed, community-based 
comprehensive case management.

• 1B: Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
(DVR) Supports in Department of 
Corrections (DOC) facilities.



Goal #2

• Provide targeted supports using 
implementation science to select, install, 
and evaluate a universal dyslexia 
screener and intervention services in all 
state correctional facilities.

Dyslexia Screening in Correctional Facilities



Goal #3

Universal Digital Media Supports
• 3A: Youth-led digital storytelling 

campaign to support reintegration.

• 3B: Mobile phone app to support 
youth reintegration to the community 
and transition to competitive integrated 
employment (CIE).



Stay informed on the grant.

Want updates?
Scan me 
to sign up for 
our newsletter!



Looking to the Future

• Exploring the capacity to offer Higher Education 
Programming through technical colleges.

• Milwaukee County Type 1 facility opening around Fall 
2026.

• Future planning of Dane County Type 1 facility in 
Oregon, WI.

• Continued implementation and growth of the 
Transforming to Thrive grant.



Thank You
Pamela Richter-Boss
Pamela.richterboss@wisconsin.gov
Michelle Buehl
Michelle.Buehl@wisconsin.gov
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